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Primary school activities and lesson plans 
on apples and orchards and surrounding wildlife
A Year in the Life of an apple tree, National Fruit Society
www.nationalfruitshow.org.uk/education

Five pdf files including a teachers guide, games cards and posters.

The yearly cycle of an apple tree may not be something which is on the National Curriculum for KS2 as obviously as 'The Tudors' and 'World War 2', however it is an inspiring topic for covering lots of areas of the curriculum in a wide variety of subjects. Most obviously it covers important components of Science and PSHE's healthy eating. This teachers' pack aims to demonstrate how versatile and exciting 'A Year in the Life of an Apple Tree' can be as a classroom topic. It will give teachers new ideas and activities to try, pinpoint resources and provide practical classroom materials all focused around KS2 curriculum and ready to help get your class off to a flying start.
Seasonal Schools Project, Common Ground
https://www.commonground.org.uk/seasonal-schools
Three short films and a podcast for teachers.

How can the changing seasons inspire learning? Can celebrating our local landscapes and exploring nearby streets enrich our children’s life and lessons? Could the seasons inspire new attitudes to learning that are responsive to what children themselves discover in places nearby?

School Orchards, Learning Through Landscapes
http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/activity/school-orchard
A Fruitfall communities project resource - All you need to know to plan and create an Orchard in your school grounds.

Primary School Activities and Lesson Plans, The Orchard Project
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides_and_advice/school-resources
A wide range of outdoor and classroom-based activities and projects using the orchard and the  surrounding area and trees.

Fruit Growing Manual, Garden Organic.
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/sites/www.gardenorganic.org.uk/files/resources/public/Fruit_Manual_Combined.pdf
A complete manual to growing fruit in schools.

Polli:Nation, Learning Through Landscapes
http://www.polli-nation.co.uk
A UK wide initiative supporting pupils from 260 schools to turn their school grounds and other local walk-to spaces into pollinator friendly habitats. To do this schools are encouraged to 1) Survey their patch using the new OPAL Polli:Nation survey (available May 2016) 2) Make improvements for pollinators on their patch. 3) See how well it has worked using the OPAL survey to see the   impact the improvements have had.

School Orchard Guide, The East of England Apple and Orchard Project 
http://www.applesandorchards.org.uk
Due Dec 2018

Fun activities
· Apple Pom-poms - little woollen pom-poms in red, green and yellow (with brown wool for tying), made on forks !
· Apple Prints - using apples cut in an apple cutter to produce different shapes (segment, circle, triangle etc), that can be dipped in paint for printing. Blue towel and bowl of water for cleaning up. Washing line and pegs for hanging prints to dry/display.
· Find the apple maggot - apple shape created by sticking polystyrene draught-excluder strip onto a board. Shape 'filled in' by green plastic milk bottle tops. Pipe cleaner 'maggot' is under one of the bottle tops. 
· Design an apple juice bottle label - paper, pens, pencils, scissors, glue. Make bottle label (own shape and design). Put some juice (from apple pressing) in a small reuse drinks bottle (reused water etc bottle). Stick label onto bottle.
· Apple bird feeder. Make hole through apple with apple corer. Stud apple with black sunflower seeds. Thread string through and attach wooden stick for 'perch' at bottom of apple. Needs something (newspaper or blue paper towel ) to wrap it in to take home as it drips juice !
· Apple 'Transformers'. Use whole apples, including crab apples, of different colours and sizes, and cut pieces of apples, fixed together with cocktail sticks to create weird creatures or transformers.
