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Global Education through School Orchards
Why not find out about school orchards in other countries? 

· Perhaps try to link with schools in other countries. 

· Perhaps raise money to help plant more school orchards in other countries.

School Orchards Africa (www.schoolorchardsafrica.org) provides funds to purchase and plant fruit trees in school grounds in rural areas of Tanzania, and to manage the orchards and water supply. 
· ﻿They are a Canadian organisation that have a  direct, personal relationship with a group of trusted Tanzanians in a local NGO called TanCan, who supervise the work.
· ﻿Together they help primary schoolchildren get a better education and earn money for their secondary schooling.

English schools could help these children and their village community by raising money to buy and look after fruit trees.

· Fruit tree stewardship teaches children how to be self reliant gardeners in a society with limited agricultural tradition.

· Fruit trees feed hungry children.  Water management helps the whole village.

· Excess produce sold will help fund secondary education.

· Tree planting is a sustainable way to enhance the local and global environment and to help offset the carbon footprint of the industrialized world. Planting fruit tress also helps the environment by sequestering carbon. Because fruit trees grow more quickly in Tanzania they are more effective in capturing carbon.
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Why plant fruit trees on school grounds in Tanzania?
· School grounds in rural areas are public lands, thereby we avoid any complex land tenure issues.

· Rural school grounds are the heart of a child's community and and it provides the perfect setting in which to engage other community members.

· Gardening concepts taught to the children are eventually learned by the whole community. They will all become better gardeners as they transition from a traditional hunter gather skill base.

· Children will be taught to plan for the future. Helping children to help themselves provides compounded benefits.

· Helping the less fortunate will lead to a world with greater equality of opportunity. Widespread secondary education is essential for the future prosperity of Tanzania.

The children dig the holes, and water the trees; teachers learn silviculture from Tancan instructors, and teach children how to care for the orchard. The entire village takes ownership of the fruit trees, so in time, it will become a community garden. They plan to plant beans in the orchards this year, to enrich the soil.

Within five years the mature orchards and associated gardens become a productive crop of benefit to the entire school community. Children can market their crops and earn money for continuing their education which, at present, is only funded to Grade Five.
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